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SUBJECT: DRP NATIONAL ASSEMBLYMAN ARRESTED ON BRIBERY CHARGES 

SUMMARY: DRP NATIONAL ASSEMBLYMAN HONG PYONG CHOL'S ARREST 
THIS PAST WEEK ON BRIBERY CHARGES APPEARS STRAIGHTFORWARD 
WITH NO POLITICAL OVERTONES. HE WAS ALLEGEDLY CAUGHT 
HAVING ACCEPTED MONEYS FROM FERTILIZER IMPORT AGENT WHO WAS 
ARRESTED LAST DECEMBER ON CORRUPTION CHARGES. HONG 
APPARENTLY WAS CONSIDERED POLITICALLY EXPENDABLE, ALTHOUGH 
IT IS ANOTHER WARNING TO ASSEMBLYMENT THEY ARE NOT IMMUNE 
FROM ARREST FOR IMPROPRIETY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 1 1 , SEOUL DISTRICT PROSECUTOR S 

OFFICE ARRESTED DRP NATIONAL ASSEMBLYMAN FROM CHEJU, HONG 
PYONG-CHOL, ON CHARGES THAT HE RECEIVED BRIBES FROM FERTILIZER 
IMPORT AGENT PAIR SUNG-PIN. PAIR HIMSELF WAS ARRESTED 
IN LATE DECEMBER FOR HAVING DIVERTED AN ESTIMATED 8.8 
MILLION DOLLARS OVERSEAS BY MANIPULATING IMPORT PRICES 
ON FERTILIZER. AT THIS POINT NO U.S. INTERESTS ARE 
INVOLVED. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, HONG ALLEGEDLY RECEIVED 
50 MILLION WON FROM PAIR WHEN HONG WAS SERVING ON AGRI 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CULTURE-FISHERIES COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN RETURN 
FOR ARRANGING "OFFICIAL FAVORS" FOR PAIR IN HIS BUSINESS. 

THESE FAVORS APPARENTLY WERE PERSUADING FORMER CHAIRMAN 
OF NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES FEDERATION (NACF) 
CHAIRMAN KIM YOW-HWAN AND FORMER MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND FISHERIES CHONG SO-YONG TO SELECT PAIR AS SOLE 
FERTILIZER IMPORT AGENT FOR NCAF. KIM LOST HIS JOB IN 
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DECEMBER OVER SCANDAL. 

3. HONG HAS MAINTAINED HE WAS NOT CONNECTED WITH THIS 
SCANDAL AND ONLY RECEIVED 20 MILLION WON FROM PAIR "WITHOUT 
STRINGS BECAUSE PAIR WAS GOOD FRIEND." PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE 
SAID ARREST WAS MADE AFTER INVESTIGATORS CONFIRMED THAT 

50 MILLION WON HAD BEEN DEPOSITED AT BANR IN NAME OF 
HONG'S WIFE. 

4. HONG, WHO IS EXPECTED TO RESIGN FROM ASSEMBLY SHORTLY, 

IS CONSIDERED BY POLITICAL OBSERVERS TO BE A NONENTITY. 
ALTHOUGH FORMER ARMY LIEUTENANT COLONEL AND ONCE A MEMBER 
OF BLUE HOUSE PROTECTIVE FORCE, WHAT LITTLE POWER HONG HAS 
COMES FROM CHEJU WHERE HE ONCE SERVED AS CHAIRMAN OF 
DISTRICT DRP CHAPTER. MOST OBSERVERS AGREE THAT HE WAS 
FOUND WITH HIS HAND IN TILL AND WAS CONSIDERED EXPENDABLE. 
PRESIDENT PAK GAVE WARNING IN SUMMER OF 1976 PRESS 
CONFERENCE THAT CORRUPTION DISCOVERED AMONG ASSEMBLYMEN, 
INCLUDING DRP, WOULD BE DEALT WITH HARSHLY, AND THIS MOVE 
HELPS CONFIRM PRESIDENT S INTENTIONS. 
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